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Alexander’s army

Alexander inherited a large, well-trained army
with high morale. He invaded Persia with an army
of 30,000 infantry and 5000 cavalry.

The cavalry

The basic cavalry unit consisted of 49 men. It
charged in a wedge-shaped formation with the
commander in front. The cavalry was usually used
to break up a phalanx of enemy foot soldiers.
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Macedonian troops formed the core of the army. It
also contained troops from conquered provinces,
and professional soldiers from all over Greece.

The infantry

The infantry was made up of foot soldiers, javelin
throwers, archers and slingers. Alexander
continued to use the Companion Infantry, and he
also had a bodyguard known as the hypaspists.
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The army on the move Key dates
= & ; 36BC Philip is murdered and Alexander
- comes to the Macedonian throne.
334BC Alexander invades Persia. He
defeats the Persian governors of Asia
Minor at the Battle of the Granicus river.
33BC Alexander defeats the Persians,
ed by King Darius, at the Battle of Issus.
332BC Siege and destruction of the city
of Tyre in the Lebanon. Alexander
conquers Egypt and founds the city
of Alexandria.
Idi I hi I 331BC Alexander defeats the Persians at
Each soldier was expectgd to carry a his own weapons, as we the Battle of Gaugamela and becomes
as a personal pack containing bedding and cooking equipment. King of Persia.
Pack animals and baggage wagons were used to carry bulky 1 327BC Alexander invades India.
equipment such as tents, water skins and siege equipment, and 326BC Alexander defeats the Indian King
to move wounded men. The army was accompanied by servants  Porus at the Battle of the Hydaspes river.
and grooms, and by many women and children. | 323BC Alexander dies in Babylon.
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