
   Mr. Nelson’s Social Studies Class

	  Society / People

· The way in which people are grouped in a society

· Age, gender, families, religion or race

· Roles in society as a son, daughter, mother, father, doctor, lawyer, etc.
· Social classes….ex. upper class/lower class?
	Geography

· Where things are on a map

· What landforms exist there

· What’s it like there?

· What kind of climate

	Political / Government 

· Organizing society

· Process of decision-making

· Enforcement of decisions
	Art / Architecture

· Expression of culture and life through art

· Paintings, music and linguistics
· Buildings that a tell about the way a society lives

	  Religion

· Belief and value system

· Concepts of the supernatural

· Creation ideas 
	Language / Communication

· Ways of communicating with other people

· Assigns meaning to sounds

· Using symbols or speech to convey meaning

· Communicate in past, present and future

	Intellectual / Education

· Process of learning and interacting among others in a social way

· Learning values and expectations

· Acquiring knowledge and finding an identity and functioning in everyday life
	

	   Technology / Tools

· The application of scientific knowledge to make life easier

· Tools, housing, clothing, transportation, gathering of food and supplies, work-saving devices



	Economics/Production/Food

· Monetary units (Buy/Sell/Trade)

· Production, distribution and consumption of goods and services

· Division of labor

· What we eat, how it is prepared, & how we eat it

· Different types of food based upon region, religion or nutritional needs 


 As we study different societies and civilizations through the year, we will find some patterns and characteristics of each civilization that will be similar.  We are going to call those similarities “cultural universals”.  

We have already talked about “culture” and we know lots of things that we associate to our own culture.  I want you to focus on these following cultural universals and know that by studying these parts of a culture, we will find out important things about people of Civilizations of long ago.

Cultural Universals = SPRITE GAL
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